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Plans may also emphasize access to high-
quality educational opportunity for economi-
cally disadvantaged Indian students; the
preservation and revitalization of American
Indian and Alaska Native languages and cul-
tural traditions; innovative approaches to bet-
ter link tribal colleges with early childhood,
elementary, and secondary education pro-
grams; and the National Education Goals.

(b) Submission. Each agency shall submit
its Five-Year Plan to the White House Initia-
tive Office. In consultation with the Board,
the White House Initiative Office shall then
review these Five-Year Plans and develop an
integrated Five-Year Plan for Assistance to
Tribal Colleges, which the Secretary shall re-
view and submit to the President. The Five-
Year Plan for Assistance to Tribal Colleges
may be revised within the 5-year period.

(c) Annual Performance Reports. Each
agency shall submit to the White House Ini-
tiative Office an Annual Performance Report
that shall measure each agency’s perform-
ance against the objectives set forth in its
Five-Year Plan. In consultation with the
Board, the White House Initiative Office
shall review and combine Annual Perform-
ance Reports into one annual report, which
shall be submitted to the Secretary for re-
view, in consultation with the Office of Man-
agement and Budget.

Sec. 6. Private Sector. In cooperation with
the Board, the White House Initiative Office
shall encourage the private sector to assist
tribal colleges through increased use of such
strategies as: (a) matching funds to support
increased endowments;

(b) developing expertise and more effec-
tive ways to manage finance, improve infor-
mation systems, build facilities, and improve
course offerings; and

(c) increasing resources for and training of
faculty.

Sec. 7. Termination. The Board shall ter-
minate 2 years after the date of this Execu-
tive order unless the Board is renewed by
the President prior to the end of that 2-year
period.

Sec. 8. Administration. (a) Compensation.
Members of the Board shall serve without
compensation, but shall be allowed travel ex-
penses, including per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence, as authorized by law for persons serv-

ing intermittently in Government service (5
U.S.C. 5701–5707).

(b) Funding. The Board and the Initiative
shall be funded by the Department of Edu-
cation.

(c) Administrative Support. The Depart-
ment of Education shall provide appropriate
administrative services and staff support for
the Board and the Initiative. With the con-
sent of the Department of Education, other
agencies participating in the Initiative shall
provide administrative support to the White
House Initiative Office consistent with statu-
tory authority and shall make use of section
112 of title 3, United States Code, to detail
agency employees to the extent permitted by
law. The Board and the White House Initia-
tive Office shall have a core staff and shall
be supported at appropriate levels.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 19, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 22, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on October 21, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 23.

Remarks at Cuyahoga Community
College in Parma, Ohio
October 21, 1996

Thank you very much. Good morning. I
won’t let the rain bother me if you don’t let
it bother you; how’s that? Thank you so
much, all of you, for being here. I’m going
to put on my raincoat. I cheat a little bit.

First let me thank Dr. Jerry Sue Thornton
and all the people here at this wonderful
community college for hosting us. Thank you,
Senator Glenn. Thank you, Mayor Gerald
Boldt. I’m glad to be back in Parma. Thank
you, sir. I’m the only President in history who
has ever come to Parma twice just to eat
pierogies, but I’m—[laughter]. We’re going
to do a little work today.

Thank you, Cleveland Mayor Mike White.
Thank you, Dennis Kucinich, for that great
speech. He sounded like a Congressman to
me. Thank you, Mayor Tom Coyne, for run-
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ning for Congress. Thank you, Congressmen
Tom Sawyer and Sherrod Brown, for being
here. Thank you, Representative Jane Camp-
bell, David Leland. Thank you, Mayor
Dimora, for being here.

And let me say a special thanks to the Val-
ley Forge High School Band for being here.
I am not so old that I do not remember what
it’s like to try to play one of those instruments
in the rain. It’s not easy, and let’s give them
another hand. Come on. [Applause] I also
want to thank all the other students who are
here. There is a group of students back
here—[applause]—there is a group of stu-
dents in the back over there with a sign that
says they got out of school and I have to sign
their permission slip. So I will do that for
the ones in the back.

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you all for
being here. Thanks for that ‘‘Ohio Repub-
licans for Clinton/Gore’’ sign. That looks
good to me. I am delighted to be back here.
Let me say, all of you know that 4 years ago
when I ran for President we had a time of
high unemployment and rising frustration.
And all of you know that compared to 4 years
ago, we are better off. We have 101⁄2 million
more jobs. The unemployment rate in Ohio
has gone from 7 percent to 4.8 percent. Aver-
age family income in the last 2 years is up
$1,600 after inflation, after being stagnant for
a decade. We are moving in the right direc-
tion. The crime rate has come down for 4
years in a row. The welfare rolls have
dropped. Child support collections are up al-
most 50 percent. We’re moving in the right
direction.

This election will determine what direction
we take into the 21st century. That is the
decision before all of you. Will you help me
build a bridge to the 21st century? [Ap-
plause] If you compare the work we’ve done
in the last month since you had your voices
heard, compared to the last 2 years, when
I vetoed a budget that would have cut edu-
cation for the first time in American history,
weakened environmental protection, under-
mined the commitments of Medicare and
Medicaid—and you stood by me and made
your voices heard. Now, in the last month,
we raised the minimum wage for 10 million
working Americans. We passed the Kennedy-
Kassebaum health care reform bill that says

you cannot lose your health insurance any-
more because somebody in your family has
been sick or because you changed jobs. We
gave a $5,000 tax credit to families that would
adopt some of these hundreds of thousands
of children out there who need a home and
support of a family. And we made it easier
for small-business people to take out pen-
sions for themselves and their employees.
We are moving in the right direction.

But now you have to make a decision in
about 2 weeks. Your vote will decide whether
we balance our budget and protect Medicare
and Medicaid, education and the environ-
ment, and give targeted tax cuts to families
to help them raise their children and educate
them, to help them save for that first-time
home or deal with medical costs, or whether
we blow a hole in the deficit with a risky
tax scheme that will raise taxes on the 9 mil-
lion working people, increase the deficit, and
cut education again. I think the answer is
clear. Your vote will decide whether we con-
tinue to support families, whether we con-
tinue to fight crime, whether we really finish
the job of reforming welfare.

Yes, we passed a bill that says people on
welfare have 2 years to turn that welfare
check into a paycheck. Now we have to make
sure the jobs are there so that they can take
the jobs and build good families. Your vote
will decide whether we continue to clean up
the environment or give in to those who say
we have to weaken our environment to grow
our economy. You know better than that. I
want to clean up 500 more toxic waste dumps
in this country so every American child will
be growing up next to parks, not poison, and
I think you do, too.

Most of all, your vote will decide whether
we continue our struggle for world-class edu-
cation for the schoolchildren who are here,
whether we continue to expand Head Start,
whether we continue to raise standards,
whether we hook up every single classroom
in the United States of America to the infor-
mation superhighway—the Internet, the
World Wide Web—by the year 2000, so that
for the first time in history every child in
America, in a private, parochial, or a public
school, whether in a rich, a middle class, or
a very poor district—for the first time ever
we’ll have every child able to hook into the
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same amount of learning in the same time,
in the same way from all over the world. It
will revolutionize opportunity for every child
in the United States.

And above all, your vote will decide wheth-
er we make the opportunities you enjoy here
available to all Americans. In the last 4 years
we’ve had the biggest increase in Pell grant
scholarships in 20 years. We had a huge in-
crease in work-study in just the last month
approved. We created the AmeriCorps pro-
gram, which has helped 69,000 young people
to serve their community and work their way
through college. We have created the school-
to-work program for young people who don’t
go to 4-year colleges—and that includes the
Cuyahoga Community College’s Tech Prep
program right here. That’s the kind of thing
we have tried to do.

Now, what I want to tell you is we have
more to do. One of the things we did that
you heard your president talk about is pass
the direct loan program. It made it quicker
and cheaper for young people to get college
loans. Sixteen hundred schools now partici-
pate in that program, including Cuyahoga
Community College and 69 others in Ohio.
And what that has meant is that 10 million
Americans have saved an average of $190
each on their college loan. And even more
important, it means you can borrow money
to go to college without worrying about how
you’re going to pay it back, because you can-
not be required to pay more than a certain
percentage of your income every year. That
means every young person in this program
can afford to borrow the money to go to col-
lege.

But there is more to do. I propose the fol-
lowing three things. It’s a big part of your
decision on November 5th. Number one,
look around you here. I want to make 2 years
of education after high school as universal
in America by the year 2000 as a high school
diploma is today. And there’s a simple way
to do it. I propose to give every family a
$1,500 tax credit—that’s the cost of a typical
community college tuition—a dollar-for-dol-
lar reduction on their tax bill if they’re going
to a community college or another 2-year in-
stitution. Will you help me do that? [Ap-
plause] And I propose to give every family
a tax deduction of up to $10,000 a year for

the cost of any college tuition, undergradu-
ate, graduate, you name it. Will you help me
do that? [Applause] Finally, I propose to let
families save more in IRA’s and withdraw
from them without any penalty if the money
is being used for a college education or for
health care or to buy a first home. Will you
help me build that bridge to the 21st cen-
tury? [Applause]

Folks, even in the rain we know that the
key to our future is investing in the minds
of our people. This decision, more than any-
thing else, will determine whether we to-
gether as a nation recommit ourselves to the
proposition that in the 21st century if we
want every American to live up to the fullest
of his or her God-given ability, we must guar-
antee every American a world-class edu-
cation, and I need your help to do that. Will
you help? [Applause] Will you support that?
[Applause]

The program that I have outlined alto-
gether will make sure that the money saved
by a middle class family for college need
never be taxed, that we are going to invest
together in a college education. Now, as all
of you know, my opponent has a different
view. He opposed the creation of the Depart-
ment of Education, and now he says that he
and Speaker Gingrich will eliminate it. I be-
lieve they’re wrong and we’re right. We need
a Department of Education. Just imagine
what it would be like in the United States,
alone of all the great nations, to start the 21st
century with no one in the President’s Cabi-
net to speak up for the education of our chil-
dren. I say let’s keep it, let’s make it better,
let’s expand educational opportunity for all
of our children.

Thirty-one years ago, my opponent voted
against the creation of the student loan pro-
gram in the first place. Three years ago, he
opposed the direct lending program, which
your president just praised and which you
know has improved college loans right here
at Cuyahoga Community College. He’s tried
to cut it back and cripple it ever since.

And the budget I vetoed last year would
have cut Pell grant scholarships for hundreds
of thousands of students for the first time
ever. Instead, we fought them back and we
got the biggest increase in Pell grants in 20
years. Will you support the direction we are
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taking for education for all Americans? [Ap-
plause]

I want you to be clear about that. Your
vote is going to decide whether we continue
to expand access to college and student loans
or whether we eliminate the Department of
Education, cut college aid, and tell our young
people to fend for themselves. I don’t know
what all the family circumstances of all those
young people in the band are over there, but
I know one thing: All of us will be better
off if every single one of them, without re-
gard to their family income, can get a college
education. And I want you to help me do
that.

I want you to help me make sure we have
an America in 4 years at the dawn of a new
century where every 8-year-old can read,
every 12-year-old can log on to the Internet,
and every 18-year-old in America can go on
to college. We just have 2 weeks and a day.
Will you help me for 2 weeks and a day build
that bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. on the
Campus Green. In his remarks, he referred to
Jerry Sue Thornton, president, Cuyahoga Com-
munity College; Mayor Gerald M. Boldt of Parma,
OH; Dennis Kucinich, Democratic congressional
candidate; Mayor Thomas J. Coyne, Jr., of
Brookpark, OH; State Representative Jane L.
Campbell; David Leland, chair, Ohio Democratic
Party; and Mayor Jimmy Dimora of Bedford
Heights, OH.

Remarks at the Ground-Breaking
Ceremony for Expansion of the
Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County
Airport in Detroit, Michigan
October 21, 1996

Thank you. Thank you very much. When
Al Checchi started telling that story about
Herb Kelleher, who is a mutual friend of
ours, meeting the head of Wild Turkey whis-
key company, I couldn’t tell whether he was
comparing Ed McNamara to God, to whis-
key, or to a wild turkey. [Laughter] But I
have—I will pay for that at a later point.
[Laughter]

Ladies and gentlemen, many people have
been thanked today, but I want to say a spe-
cial word of thanks to the Members of Con-
gress who have personally lobbied me in be-
half of this project and, in particular, your
friend Senator Carl Levin, Congressman
John Dingell, who has a way of being insist-
ent himself—[laughter]—Congressman John
Conyers and Congressman David Bonior
who are here and one who is not here, Con-
gresswoman Lynn Rivers. I thank them very
much for the work they did personally with
me in Washington.

I want to thank Alfred Checchi for the bril-
liant job he has done in turning Northwest
Airlines around, along with John Dasburg
and others, and the work they did to make
this possible. It’s a real tribute to the ability
of American enterprise to compete in the
areas that will dominate the 21st century.

I want to thank Secretary Peña for the
work that he has done to make sure that even
in a time when we reduced the deficit in all
4 years for the first time in the 20th century,
at a time when we were permitting Govern-
ment spending to grow more slowly than it
has in the last 12 years, we still were able
to invest more in the infrastructure of Amer-
ica, in no small measure because of the inno-
vation and the partnerships that Federico
Peña did a lot to help to design and carry
out. And since he was the mayor of Denver
before he became Secretary of Transpor-
tation, we all know that he believes in build-
ing modern airports. [Laughter]

I’d also like to thank Mayor Archer for so
many things. But the last time I checked, the
unemployment rate in the city of Detroit was
half what it was 4 years ago, thanks in no
small measure to the work that Detroit did
in securing the empowerment zone, to the
$2 billion in private sector capital that were
committed to it, and to the genuine spirit
of partnership and cooperation which Dennis
Archer has fostered. And I thank him for
that.

But most important, I want to thank my
friend Ed McNamara. I’ll tell you a story
about Ed. Not so very long ago when the
question of the last $150 million was hanging
fire, he put his big old arm around me and
he looked at me with those big sort of half
happy, half sad eyes of his, and I thought,
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